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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To estimate bit length from coded data itself by segmenting 
data from the coded data by plural possible bit lengths, and calculating 
auto- correlation coefficients in respect of plural segmented data 
groups respectively. 

CONSTITUTION: When the input terminal (b) of a switching circuit 33 is 
selected, a segmentation circuit 32 executes the segmenting operation 
of m (=1, 2. 3, 4)-bits in parallel for the same coded data group, and the 
output data of the segmentation circuit 32 segmented by each bit length 
is supplied to an arithmetic circuit 37. The arithmetic circuit 37 
calculates the auto-correlation coefficient &phiv;( X ). A discrimination 
circuit 39 specifies the bit length (m) to be maximum among integrated 
values integrated by an integration circuit 38. Thus, the data being 
variable-length-coded can be segmented by the bit length which can be 
estimated to be correct. 
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